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What are the Ways?
From reflecting on Scripture and on lives lived
with God, FPCM'’s Staff and Session have
distilled 25 Ways that God calls us to live our

our faith in community and in devotion to Him.

These Ways are meant to help us create an
“atmosphere thick with love,” and a culture
where God's character is evident in all we do. In
short, they show who we aim to be.




How do | Devote?

1. Pick your Best Time and Space

Give God your best time, not your leftovers. Look for a time in your
day when you are alert and uninterrupted. It can be helpful to find a
location which feels prayerful to you.

2. Be Attentive to Yourself

Before you Devote, be attentive to your own heart and mind. Are you
feeling preoccupied... disappointed... resentful? Your personal state
will impact your prayer life. Make it known to God.

3. Be Attentive to God

This is your time with God. It is personal and relational. Jesus is
listening and the Spirit is present with you. Be with God in this time.
Even in silence you can know and enjoy His presence.

4. Read. Think. Pray.

Devoting yourself to God is simple. Read scripture, Think about what
it means and means to you, and Pray about it. This can be atime to
engage your heart and mind toward God'’s calling. Don't rush it.
Savor your time in the word and in prayer with God.

5. Live it Out

Now do something about it.

Rest and Reflect

Each Sunday is an opportunity to Rest with God and
Reflect on His presence and power in the previous
week and how you will respond in the next.

Sabbath can be a powerful force in your life. Take a
break and recline into God’s grace. Let work take a
back seat to joy and peace. Remember all that God

has done for you this week. God is in control.



SHOW
WHO YOU

REALLY
ARE

Sunday

Our churchis for “real” people. Bring
your true self, including your joys, your
sorrows, your fears, your strengths
and your weaknesses. God loves you as
you are. Don't hide your struggles,
failures or problems.

Remember to Rest and Reflect on God'’s goodness and how you can
Show Who You Really Are this week.



for while we were

STILL HELPLESS, 4
at the right time,

CHRIST DIED FOR THE UNGODLY.

romans 5:6

READ: Romans 5:1-11

THINK: Christianity is not moralistic teaching to
train yourself into who you should be. It is a
place where a mighty God breaks into your life
when you were utterly helpless to set things
right. Your goodness, transformation, and

growth all originate in God’s work. So Show Who
You Really Are: someone who has been rescued
by the power and might of God.

PRAY: that God would show you how you are
relying on your own strength, not His.

Show Who You Really Are today.




WHAT -BON"T-UNDERSTAND
ABOUT MYSELF
IS THAT |
DECIDE ONE WAY,
BUT THEN |

ACT: ANOTHER,
DOING THINGS |
ABSOLUTELY DESPISE.
ROMANS 7:15

Tuesday

READ: Romans /:/-25

THINK: Sometimes this feels like the
quintessential statement of the Christian
journey: “I decide one way, but then | act

another”” Sin breaks us so deeply that even
when we plan to do the right thing, we don't
always manage it. When you Show Who You
Really Are, you remind yourself and others that
faithis ajourney. No one becomes righteous
overnight, but we try to move in the right
direction.

PRAY: the Spirit would draw you away from
ingrained sins.

Show Who You Really Are today.



ELI'S SONS WERE'SCOUNDRELS:
THEY HAD NO'REGARD FOR

THE LORD.
1 SAMUEL 212

Wednesday

READ: 1 Samuel 2:12-26

THINK: Nothing breaks your expectations of control
and perfection like kids. Eli, the chief priest of Israel,
didn't have perfect children. In fact, they were
wicked. Yet well short of wickedness, we often
become embarrassed of our family’'s messiness as if
messiness makes us bad Christians. Don't “bring
your Sunday best," instead Show Who You Really Are;
mess and all.

PRAY: that God would help us move towards
righteousness in authenticity.

Show Who You Really Are today.



WOETO YOU, SCRIBES AND
PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES!
EOR YOU GLEAN THE OUTSIDE OF

THEGUP AND OETHE PLATE,
BUTINSIDE THEY AREFULL OF
GREED AND SELF-INDULGENCE.

MATTHEW 23:25

Thursday

READ: Matthew 23:13-39

THINK: Jesus loved everyone, but sometimes in His
iInteractions with the Pharisees, it's hard to see it. In
aiming to look good, they neglect actually trying to be
good. Why go through the hard heart-work of
rooting out wickedness when you can just hide it
away? When you Show Who You Really Are you might
look worse, but you will be in the process of
becoming better.

PRAY: the Spirit would give us the grace to be a
broken community together.

Show Who You Really Are today.



THE MAN REPLITED]

i1t was the woman

YOU GAVE ME WHO

gave me the [ruil,

AND I ATE I'F2"..GENESIS 3:12

READ: Genesis 3:1-13

THINK: This is advanced blame shifting. To Adam,
his sin is both God’s and Eve's fault. When the
ultimate goal is looking blameless, we work to shift
blame to someone else. When the goal is becoming
blameless, we accept our failures and seek
forgiveness. How blessed we are that the
prerequisite for faith isn't blamelessness, but
repentance. Show Who You Really Are by owning
your mistakes and finding rest in God'’s grace.

PRAY: in repentance for the blame you would
rather shift.

Show Who You Really Are today.



SHE ANSWERED HIM, “NO, MY
BROTHER, DO NOT VIOLATE ME,

FOR SUCH A THING IS
NOT DONE IN ISRAEL;

DO NOT DO THIS
OUTRAGEOUS THING.

2 SAMUEL 13:12

Saturday

READ: ? Samuel 13:1-22

THINK: Does that hurt to read? Tamar cries, “No, my

brother, do not violate me,” and he takes her anyway.

Those words or words like them have been yelled by

members of our church at friends, family, or

strangers. If our relationships aren’t safe enough for
Tamar to to share the weight of being raped, then
they aren't safe enough. When we Show Who We

Really Are we look to create a community safe
enough for any hurt.

PRAY: that God would lead us to be a safe space for
survivors of abuse.

Show Who You Really Are today.



