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Sunday September 26, 2021 

 ROMANS 13:8-14 
 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The New Living Translation is the only one to use the word “obligation” – does the word help or hinder your 

understanding of the text, why? 
 

2. How are acts of love a fulfillment of the law? What is your understanding of the law? 
 

3. In verse 11, Paul writes, “the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 

to us now than when we first believed.” Why do you think Paul is writing with so much urgency? How can 

salvation be nearer? 
 

4. Paul urges the people of Rome to embrace moral living, “put on the armor of light” and “put on Jesus Christ,” 

he says in verses 12 and 14. How does this connect to Paul’s earlier decree to “love your neighbor as yourself” 

in verse 10?  
 

 

8Owe nothing to anyone—except for 

your obligation to love one another. If 

you love your neighbor, you will fulfill 

the requirements of God’s law. 9 For the 

commandments say, “You must not 

commit adultery. You must not murder. 

You must not steal. You must not 

covet.” These—and other such 

commandments—are summed up in 

this one commandment: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.”10 Love does no 

wrong to others, so love fulfills the 

requirements of God’s law. 
11 This is all the more urgent, for you 

know how late it is; time is running out. 

Wake up, for our salvation is nearer 

now than when we first believed. 12 The 

night is almost gone; the day of 

salvation will soon be here. So remove 

your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and 

put on the shining armor of right living. 
13 Because we belong to the day, we 

must live decent lives for all to see. 

Don’t participate in the darkness of 

wild parties and drunkenness, or in 

sexual promiscuity and immoral living, 

or in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, 

clothe yourself with the presence of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t let 

yourself think about ways to indulge 

your evil desires. 

  
(New Living Translation) 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love 

each other, for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 

commandments, “You shall not 

commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall 

not covet,” and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 
11 Besides this you know the time, that 

the hour has come for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 

now than when we first believed. 12 

The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of 

light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the 

daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 

and sensuality, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 (English Standard Version) 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love 

one another; for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9 The 

commandments, “You shall not 

commit adultery; You shall not 

murder; You shall not steal; You shall 

not covet”; and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this 

word, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 
11 Besides this, you know what time it 

is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12 the night is far gone, the 

day is near. Let us then lay aside the 

works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light; 13 let us live honorably as in the 

day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 

not in debauchery and licentiousness, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(New Revised Standard Version) 


