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November 30, 2025   ~   First Sunday in Advent; Sacrament of Holy Communion 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)                            *please stand as you are able     

                        
Have you checked in for worship today on the Church Center app? Please remember to also sign the Friendship 
pads in the pews and greet those seated near you. NOTE: Worship announcements begin at 8:55 a.m. 
                                 

Welcome & Work of God’s People Rev. Stuart Spencer   

  
Way of the Week #10: Join Hands 

10.  JOIN HANDS.  Work as a team. Collaborate with each other, our professional staff, our lay leaders, and 
our congregants to find the best solutions. Collaboration lightens the load, generates better ideas than 
individuals working alone, and unleashes the gifts God has given us all. 
 

Ways Reflection From Sara & Mancer Cyr  
“We have learned a new way to join hands at FPC Moorestown.  Due to circumstances, it has become difficult 
for Sara to attend the Traditional Sunday morning Worship Service at 9:00 AM.  However, the church has 
made a major commitment to live streaming, so we feel like we are joining hands every Sunday.  We see old 
friends and have even begun to recognize them from the backs of their heads.  We are able to participate in 
the service remotely just as if we were present.  The one thing we do miss is socializing and classes between 
services, but that is just something we have had to adjust to.  It is important for staff and congregation to 
recognize that the live streamers are out here, and we feel that is being done.  Thanks for enabling us to join 
hands from home.”     
 

Music in Preparation for Worship Fred Astmann, Organ 

 Ye Thankful People Come Ellen Jane Lorenz 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Week 1: Purple (Hope) 

 Lighters: Kourtney and Fausto de la Cruz, Sofia, Nicolas & Guillermo 
 

* Call to Worship (Responsive)   
 

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. 
 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning. 

  continued 
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O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to 
redeem. Wait for the Lord; be strong, let your heart take courage. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us worship God!  

 

* Hymn No. 133 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Elder Kunkel 
We are captive, exiled, O God, because we have, each in our own way, chosen our own path, away from 
you. We are hungry for wisdom and knowledge, because we have, too often, substituted our judgment for 
yours. We are lost, in need of guidance. Lord, have mercy upon us. Hear the cries of your people.  
 

Silent Prayer, concluded with: 
Come, Lord Jesus; forgive us and restore us. 
Come, Lord Jesus; guide us and deliver us. 
Come, Lord Jesus; teach us and renew us. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Assurance of Pardon (responsive) based on Titus 3  Elder Kunkel 
 

God, our kind and loving Savior God, has stepped in and saved us. 
God gave us a good bath, and we came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit. 
Our Savior Jesus poured out new life so generously. 

God’s gift has restored our relationship with God and given us back our lives. 
     And there’s more life to come—an eternity of life! 
 

* Gloria Patri      

 

* The Apostles’ Creed  Hymnal Inside Front Cover   

 

Prayer of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer  (‘debts’) Rev. Spencer    

 

Choral Prayer Response       

 7 Fold Amen Stainer 

 Adult Choir; Linda Lockart, Director 

 
Offertory        

Thank you for blessing FPC Moorestown with your giving as we Grow God’s Kingdom. Your offerings 
and donations allow us to sustain our church programs year-round. Donate easily from your device 
via the Church Center app for your tithes, offerings and other fund contributions. If you’re watching 
via live stream, you can give online right now as well! To mail offerings, send to P.O. Box 868, 
Moorestown, NJ 08057.     

 

Offertory Music       

 Candles of Advent Smith/Levey 

 Adult Choir; Linda Lockart, Director 

https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/giving


 

 

 

* Doxology No. 809      
 
Sermon Rev. Stuart Spencer 

“We Are Hope” 
Scripture: Romans 5: 1-11 (Pew Bible NT p. 155) 
Sermon Series: Becoming Advent 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion                                        Rev. Spencer 

The Invitation to the Table 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
Through the words of the prophets you promised your people the Redeemer, and gave hope for the day 
when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing river. We rejoice greatly that 
in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior has come and that He will come again in power and glory to make all 
things new. Therefore, we praise you and we thank you. Today we add voices to the choirs of heaven:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

The Words of Institution 
The Prayer of Consecration 
*The Prayer of Thanksgiving  

GROW THE KINGDOM!  As we commit to growing God’s Kingdom, every member and friend of FPC Moorestown 
is invited into a covenant with four commitments:  I will pray.  I will invite.  I will serve.  I will give.  Every member 
and friend is asked to commit to doing all four.  For additional information including commitment 
forms:  https://www.fpcmoorestown.org/grow-the-kingdom/. 

* Hymn No. 271   

Christ is Coming! Let Creation 
 

Music in Preparation for Service Fred Astmann, Organ      
Exodus  Ernest Gold  

 

* Benediction  Rev. Spencer 

 

~ ~ ~     
 
Worship flowers are given by Tom and Diane Samuel to the glory of God and in celebration of their 60th wedding 
anniversary.  
 

9:00 a.m. Worship Ministry  
Beadle: Elder Jean Kunkel; Communion Servers: Jim Cole, Rick Dougherty, Kevin Fauvell, Jean Kunkel, Dave 
Rebuck, Melody Ransom; Advent Candle Lighters: The de la Cruz Family; Audio Technician: Harris Ransom; Live 
Stream Technician: Michael Boone; Ushers: Owen Dietz, Barry Leatherman, Leonard Fitts; Flower Arrangers: 
Karen Mason and Kristin Zorn; Trustee Greeter: Bill Mueller; Sanctuary Greeter: Stephen Minister Doris Kahley; 
Deacon Greeters/Welcome Centers: Deacons Steve Drzaszcz and Owen Dietz; Bagel Pickup: Kathy McIlroy and 
Bob Plant; Coffee Hospitality: Kathy McIlroy and Bob Plant: Chelsea Margerum and Ava Callahan 
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Work of God’s People (See Connections, eblast, website and Church Center app for details) 
 
Advent Candle Lighters -- During the Sundays in Advent, members of our church family will serve as candle lighters 
for the Advent wreath. The Worship Team is looking for individuals for both 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services for 
Advent Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14 and 21, as well as four Christmas Eve services on Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 3:00 pm, 5:00 
pm, 7:00 pm and 9:00 pm. Contact Worship Chair Kevin Fauvell at kevindfauvell@gmail.com or  
(609) 220-0177 to take part in this Advent worship experience. 

The Longest Night service provides peace to those dealing with grief, illness, anxiety, 
or depression this holiday season who may not feel the joy or celebration seen in 
others. This event will be held on Sunday, Dec. 7 at 4:00 p.m. and includes 
communion, special music, and prayers. Wes Allen leads. All ages and faiths are 
welcome. If you have someone you’d like to invite to this service, please provide their 
name and address to Alison Mackey in the church office.   

Advent Family Activity Kit “Draw Close to the Light” -- To help us prepare for Christmas families are invited to 
pick up our four-week family interactive devotional. Join your family once a week for 4 weeks to reflect on specific 
members of the Holy Family and what they can teach us during Advent. Pick up yours in the Commons Lobby. 
 
NEW: The Alternative Gift Market will be available in person after services on Nov. 23, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, and Dec. 
14. Visit the table in Miller Commons Lobby and our online event page. You may donate to the mission partner(s) 
of your choice until Dec. 24. 
 
Family Advent Celebration: Gingerbread Bash -- Family, friends, grandparents and children of all ages are invited 
to a hands-on holiday event to build something sweet and festive! We’ll provide all the supplies—just bring your 
creativity and holiday spirit. Children, bring your grown-ups! This is not a drop-off event.  Friday, Dec. 12 (6:00-
8:00 PM, Fellowship Hall). REGISTER online so we have enough supplies for everyone. 
 
Steve & Chelsea Margerum Baby Shower --- help Steve & Chelsea prepare to welcome their new son in January! 
See Church Center event page for all the fun details! They are registered at Amazon.com.  Drop gifts off to the 
church office by Dec. 14. 

NEW: Manger Sunday is December 14 - In one of our church's special holiday traditions, members are invited to 
bring unwrapped gifts to worship on Sunday, December 14 for our Manger Sunday presentation.  The Deacons 
coordinate this ministry. In both services, members will place the unwrapped gifts in the manger while singing 
carols and hymns of the season. The Pastors will bless the gifts as an act of worship.   Later that day, the Christmas 
gifts will be received by the team at Oaks Integrated Care for the Oaks clients to use as gifts for their own families. 

Fall Adult Education: Five-week Advent series “Journey to Jerusalem” runs Nov. 30-Dec. 28. Wednesday evening 
Advent series “Heaven and Earth” Dec. 3, 10, 17 (6:30 PM). 
 
Second Saturday Prayer Breakfast on Dec. 13 at 9:00-10:30 AM -- Come and enjoy a Swedish breakfast (featuring 
waffles, pastries, fruit, eggs and all the trimmings).  A surprise guest speaker from another century joining us! 
RSVP online so we can accurately plan. Children are welcome. 

2025 Christmas Worship Schedule – Celebrate the birth of the Christ Child with meaningful holiday worship 
services including Christmas Eve worship at 3:00 PM, 5:00 PM, 7:00 PM and 9:00 PM. See complete schedule. 

CCLI Streaming License #20503801; Church Copyright License #2916361; Podcast #CSPL075  
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