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December 21, 2025   ~   Fourth Sunday in Advent 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)                            *please stand as you are able     

                        
Have you checked in for worship today on the Church Center app? Please remember to also sign the Friendship 
pads in the pews and greet those seated near you. NOTE: Worship announcements begin at 8:55 a.m. 
                                 

Welcome & Work of God’s People Rev. Stuart Spencer   

  
Way of the Week #13: Open Doors for Others to Lead 

13.  OPEN DOORS FOR OTHERS TO LEAD.  Encourage others to step into leadership by sharing responsibilities 
and mentoring. Let go of the jobs you’ve always done and allow new leaders to emerge. Remember that our 
youth and young adults are not solely the future of our church but are vitally important for our present. 
 

Ways Reflection From Betty Schurmann 
 In the 1990s when I retired, I was full of pep and vigor. I was a long-time and hard working volunteer, I ran the 
Strawberry Festival for two years, led a team hosting funeral receptions, coordinated the flower donations, worked in 
the church office every week, and helped out with countless church activities and events. As the years progressed, other 
folks came alongside me and I could see they were faster, more efficient and better than I was.  Does age have 
something to do with it? Maybe. I thought I could do a good job and I did do a good job. But the time comes when we 
have to turn things over to those coming behind us.  To “open doors for others to lead.” I knew I didn’t want to “hang 
on.” It’s important to know when it’s time to stop. He knows when we’re ready to go on to the next life chapter. 

 

Music in Preparation for Worship     

 Christmas Bell Fanfare Wagner  

 Bell Choir; Kathy Gunsallus, Director 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Week 4: Love (purple) 

 Lighters: Kevin Chumney, Rachel Long; Sam, Alex and Josephine Long 
 

Call to Worship       

 
* Hymn No. 135 Sawyer McNab, Flute 

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

file:///C:/Users/fromj/Dropbox/Jan%20Personal%20Documents/FPC%20Moorestown/Bulletins/Traditional/2023/fpcmoorestown.org
https://www.fpcmoorestown.org/welcome/25-ways/way-13
https://www.fpcmoorestown.org/welcome/25-ways/way-13


 

 

 

Lessons and Carols: Jesus Is … 
 

Introduction and Prayer  Rev. Spencer       
 

Lesson 1: Jesus is the New Adam  Elder Wenzke  
 Scripture: Genesis 2: 4-9, Colossians 1: 15-20 
 

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (responsive) Elder Wenzke 

Almighty God, You Who shaped out of nothing all that is, 
Forgive us for returning to You empty-handed and empty-hearted. 
You Who called forth light, 
Forgive our love of the darkness. 
You Who sent Jesus, the Firstborn of all creation, 
Forgive us when we ignore Him.  Remake us in the image of Christ, 
so that the light of Jesus Christ may shine in and through us; for we ask these things through the name of 
Jesus Christ, our newborn Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
  

Assurance of Pardon    Elder Wenzke  

  

* Gloria Patri      

 

* The Apostles’ Creed  Hymnal Inside Front Cover   

 
Lesson 2: Jesus is the New Noah  Rev. Wes Allen  
 Remembrance of Baptism  
 Scripture: Genesis 7: 1-5; 1 Peter 3: 18-21 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving   
 

Response: “Star Carol”  Rutter   

 Adult Choir; Kathy Gunsallus, Piano; Linda Lockart, Director 
 

Reflection: Becoming Love   Rev. Spencer   
   
Anthem: “Peace, Peace”  Powell, Arr. Bock 

 Chapel Choir and Junior Choir; Soloists: Max DeMarco, Vivian Allen, Elizabeth Fourney; Bell Choir;  
 Rachel Ferguson, Piano; Nicole Snodgrass, Director 
 

Offertory  Rev.  Allen   
Throughout December, Christmas Offering envelopes are in the pews for your holiday offering to First 
Presbyterian Church. Thank you for blessing FPC Moorestown with your giving as we Grow God’s Kingdom. 
Your offerings and donations allow us to sustain our church programs year-round. Donate easily from your 
device via the Church Center app for your tithes, offerings and other fund contributions. If you’re watching 
via live stream, you can give online right now as well! To mail offerings, send to P.O. Box 868, Moorestown, 
NJ 08057.     

 

Offertory Music: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”     
 Bell Choir; Kathy Gunsallus, Director Prins 
 

https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/giving


 

 

 

* Doxology No. 809      
 

Anthem: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Adapted by Jacob Narverud   
 Chapel Choir; Soloists: Alex Levins, Jackson Orendorff, Katie Watson, Rachel Ferguson, Piano;  
 Nicole Snodgrass, Director 
 

Lesson 3: Jesus is the Son of David Leslie Spencer    
 Thanksgiving for God’s Covenants 
 Scripture: II Samuel 7: 10-14, 16, Luke 1: 30-33, 2:4-7 
 Prayer of Praise   
   

Response: Hymn No. 150 (verse 1, 3)  Congregation   

 What Child is This?   

               

  Lesson 4: Jesus is the Good Shepherd  Rev. Spencer  
 Scripture:  Psalm 23, John 10:11-17               

The Lord is my shepherd.  He takes care of all my needs. 
The Lord is my shepherd.  God takes care of all my needs. 
The Lord watches over me.  God gives me a home to live in, water to drink, and food to eat.  God gives 
meaning to my life. 
The Lord is my shepherd.  God takes care of all my needs. 
The Lord guides me along the right way.  Even when I’m walking by myself in a strange place, I don’t feel 
scared because I know that the Lord is with me to help me and give me courage. 
The Lord is my shepherd.  God takes care of all my needs. 
The Lord has blessed me with so many things.  I will never be able to repay God for His faithfulness and 
kindness to me. 
The Lord is my shepherd.  God takes care of all my needs. 

 

Prayer of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer  (‘debts’) Rev. Spencer  
 

Hymn No. 157 Congregation 

 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  
 

Music in Preparation for Service: “A Christmas Pastorale” Callahan       
Sawyer McNab, Flute and Kathy Gunsallus, Organ 

 

* Benediction  Rev. Spencer 

 
Worship flowers are given by Steve and Susan Shaffer in loving memory of their parents Edgar Timmons, Marie 
Timmons, Frank Shaffer, Kathleen Shaffer Parry, and Frazer Parry. 

 
9:00 a.m. Worship Ministry  
Beadle: Elder Joyce Wenzke; Advent Candle Lighters: The Chumney/Long Family; Bell Choir: Jim Cole, Barbara 
Fletcher, Kathy Gunsallus, Lissa Herman, Elaine Miller, Melissa McNab, Sawyer McNab, Marion Norcross, Peg 
Pierce, Vicki Terry; Audio Technician: Harris Ransom; Live Stream Technician: Jonathan Nawrocki; Ushers: Steve 
Shaffer, Gail Sorin, Mike McNeil; Flower Arrangers: Stacy Schaffer and Carol Morgan; Trustee Greeter: Cara 
Dempster; Sanctuary Greeter: Stephen Minister Philip Jagiela; Deacon Greeters/Welcome Centers: Deacons 
Audrey Drummonds and Dave Barr; Bagel Pickup: Jane Murphy; Coffee Hospitality: Jane Murphy, Carol Wiggans 



 

 

 

Work of God’s People (See Connections, eblast, website and Church Center app for details) 
 
Yes, you still have time! The Alternative Gift Market will still be available in person between services on December 
21.  Visit the table in Miller Commons Lobby and our online event page. You may donate to the mission partner(s) 
of your choice through December 24. For questions contact Missions Director Mark Budka at 
missions@fpcmoorestown.org or (856) 235-1688, x104. 
  
Advent Family Activity Kit “Draw Close to the Light” -- To help us prepare for Christmas families are invited to 
pick up our four-week family interactive devotional. Join your family once a week for 4 weeks to reflect on specific 
members of the Holy Family and what they can teach us during Advent. Pick up yours in the Commons Lobby. 

2025 Christmas Worship Schedule – Celebrate the birth of the Christ Child with meaningful holiday worship 
services including Christmas Eve worship at 3:00 PM, 5:00 PM, 7:00 PM and 9:00 PM. See complete schedule. 

NEW: Fall Adult Education: Five-week Sunday Advent series “On the Way to Bethlehem” runs Nov. 30-Dec. 28. 
Wednesday evening Advent series “Heaven and Earth” Dec. 3, 10, 17 (6:30 PM). 

➢ Year-End Giving Deadlines  -- THANK YOU for remembering the church in your year-end giving.  Each and 
every gift makes a difference and allows the Lord’s work to continue. Gifts over and above one’s pledge 
may include stocks, Christmas Offering for the church, and General Budget Help donations.  Checks may 
be received in the offering plate up to Sunday, December 28, 2025. Checks must be postmarked by 
December 31 and online donations must be received by midnight December 31.  Checks dated December 
31 can also be hand delivered to the church office until 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 31. For questions 
contact Norman Vandergrift (x112). 

Year-End 2025 Statements -- Need a year-end update on your 2025 giving? It’s available 24/7 in the Church Center 
app. Touch “Give” and “My Giving” for a full history and statements. Year-end statements will be e-mailed in 
January. For questions contact Norman Vandergrift. 

2026 Offering Envelopes -- Boxed offering envelopes for 2026 are now available in the Commons Lobby. Pick up 
yours and today to save postage costs.  Envelopes not picked up will be mailed in January. 

Please see Connections and the church calendar for holiday schedules for K-12 groups, Family Dinner and choirs. 
Family Dinner, Kingdom Kids and Crossing Zone ended Dec. 10, and are off for Winter Break, returning January 28, 
2026. Sunday School ended Dec. 14 and returns January 4, 2026. There is no Nursery Care on Sunday, Dec. 21 or 
Dec. 28th. Thursday Prayer Service is on hiatus for Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Middle School Youth Group returns Wed. 
Jan. 7; High School group returns Sun. Jan. 11.  Contact choir leaders for choir holiday schedules. 

Holiday Office Hours -- Church offices will be closed at 1:00 pm on Dec. 24 Christmas Eve and closed Dec. 25 and 
Dec. 26. Limited staff will be available the week of Dec. 29-Jan. 2; the office is closed January 1, 2026. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year from your FPC Moorestown staff. 

Second Saturday Prayer Breakfast on January 10 at 9:00-10:30 AM -- Come and enjoy a hot breakfast and 
engaging prayer event.  Please RSVP online so we can accurately plan. Guest Speaker: Rev. Kathy Eagles 

MLK Afternoon of Service -- Monday, January 19, 2026 (1:00-3:00 PM) at FPC Moorestown; Five 
multigenerational activity stations to support Christian Caring Center. Contact Mark Budka or register online. 

CCLI Streaming License #20503801; Church Copyright License #2916361; Podcast #CSPL075  

https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3256755
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3256755
mailto:missions@fpcmoorestown.org
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3289035
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3268933
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3309531
https://www.fpcmoorestown.org/giving/
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3082795
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3312586
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3312586

