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Thursday, December 25, 2025  ~  Christmas Day Worship; Communion 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)  --  Have you checked in for worship today? 
 

           *please stand as you are able                             
                                           

Welcome and Work of God’s People Rev. Stuart Spencer  
 
 

Music in Preparation for Worship Paul Marchesano, Organ   

 Joseph Est Bien Marie (from Prèmier Suite de Noëls) Claude Balbastre   
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle The Clark Family   

John, Carol and Lauren Clark 
 

*Call to Worship (from Isaiah 9)   Rev. Spencer  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness -- on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
And so with joy, let us worship God! 
 

*Carol No. 173    

 O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

Call to Confession  Rev. Spencer  

 
Prayer of Confession (offered in unison)    

 
Gracious God, like the shepherds, we come and want to see the wonder and fullness of the coming of a 
Savior. Yet we are cautious and so often see only what doesn't offend us. We say we want to hear Your 
voice, and yet we hear only what confirms what we think and believe -- not that which may disturb our 



 

 

 

own comfort. Lord, we say we want to follow You and then we put conditions on what that means. Lord, 
have mercy upon us. Help us to see You in the places  we never expected. Forgive us for our unwillingness 
to forgive those who have offended us. And now Lord Jesus, please hear our silent and personal 
confessions ... 

 
Silent prayer for personal confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon Rev. Spencer    
 

The angel tells Joseph that the child forming in Mary's womb is to be named Jesus. `Call Him Jesus,' the angel 
says, `For He will save the people from their sins.’ From His birth through His resurrection, from age to age, 
Jesus is about salvation. This is Good News! 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, Alleluia, Amen! 

 

*Affirmation of Faith (Confession of 1967) Rev. Spencer    
 

Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the response of the perfect 
child of God. He was the fulfillment of God's promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the 
pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be His 
servant for the reconciliation of the world. Amen. 

 

*Carol No. 152 (verses 1, 4)    

 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Responsive Scripture Reading   Dr. Jonathan Miller  

Psalm 96  
  

Wow Moments   Rev. Spencer 

 
Christmas Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  (‘debts’)  

 

Offertory   

Throughout December, Christmas offering envelopes are in the pews for your holiday offering to 
First Presbyterian Church. See back page for receipt dates for donations. Thank you for your 
faithfulness and for blessing FPC Moorestown with your giving, especially in this important 
stewardship season. Your offerings and donations allow us to sustain our church programs year-
round. Donate easily from your device via the Church Center app for your tithes, offerings and other 
fund contributions. To mail offerings, send to P.O. Box 868, Moorestown, NJ 08057.    

 

Offertory Music   Joel Krott, Piano  
 Joy to the World  Handel 

 Penelope Beuschel, Soloist 
 

*Doxology No. 809      

 
Prayer of Dedication  



 

 

 

The Christmas Story   Joshua and Karina Rotter  

 Luke 2: 1-20 
 

Meditation Rev. Dr. Jonathan Miller  
 “There’s Only One Thing We Really Need – a Savior!” 
 

*Carol No. 151    

 Go Tell it on the Mountain                   
 
The Lord’s Supper                                                            Rev. Spencer, Dr. Miller  

  Elders Valora and Rotter 
 The Invitation to the Table 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts.          We lift them up to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 
Eternal God, our heavenly Father, in the sending of your Son, Jesus, to be born of Mary, your Word became 
flesh, and we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. His name is above every name, the Prince 
of Peace and Lord of all. In him we have been brought out of darkness into your marvelous light. For this 
reason we gladly praise you, joining our voices with all who magnify you:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest.  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   
 

The Words of Institution  
The Prayer of Consecration and Distribution of the Elements 
*The Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 
Carol No. 149 (seated)   Joel Krott, Piano 

 Away in a Manger (Cradle Song)   Lauren Clark, Soloist 

                           

Music in Preparation for Service Paul Marchesano, Organ   

 A la Venue de Noël (from Prèmier Suite de Noëls) Claude Balbastre 
 

Benediction and Going Forth Rev. Spencer 
 

~ ~ 
9:30 a.m. Worship Ministry 

Greeter: Elder Peggy Valora 
Assisting Elders:  Elder Peggy Valora, Elder Sarah Rotter 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Jonathan Miller 
Audio Operator: Taylor Adair 
Ushers:  Vicki and Jack Terry 
Trustee Greeter:  Jeff Mason 
Coffee Hospitality: Stuart and Leslie Spencer 

 
 Worship flowers are given today to the glory of God as we herald the birth of the Christ Child.  



 

 

 

Work of God’s People (See Connections, eblast, website and app for details)    

Year-End Giving Deadlines  -- THANK YOU for remembering the church in your year-end giving.  Each and every 
gift makes a difference and allows the Lord’s work to continue. Gifts over and above one’s pledge may include 
stocks, Christmas Offering for the church, and General Budget Help donations.  Checks may be received in the 
offering plate up to Sunday, December 28, 2025. Checks must be postmarked by December 31 and online 
donations must be received by midnight December 31.  Checks dated December 31 can also be hand delivered to 
the church office until 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 31. For questions contact Norman Vandergrift (x112). 

Year-End 2025 Statements -- Need a year-end update on your 2025 giving? It’s available 24/7 in the Church Center 
app. Touch “Give” and “My Giving” for a full history and statements. Year-end statements will be e-mailed in 
January. For questions contact Norman Vandergrift. 

Next Week: Combined Worship Sunday, December 28 at 9:30 a.m. as we welcome guest preacher Rev. Dr. Mouris 
to the pulpit. 

Adult Spiritual Formation: “On the Way to Bethlehem” concludes Dec. 28 (meets AFTER worship 12/28). Coming: 
Six-week Sunday morning series on the Book of Psalms; meets from January 4-February 8 and led by a rotating 
team of teachers. 

2026 Offering Envelopes -- Boxed offering envelopes for 2026 are now available in the Commons Lobby. Pick up 
yours and today to save postage costs.  Envelopes not picked up will be mailed in January. 

Please see Connections and the church calendar for holiday schedules for K-12 groups, Family Dinner and choirs. 
Family Dinner, Kingdom Kids and Crossing Zone ended Dec. 10, and are off for Winter Break, returning January 28, 
2026. Sunday School ended Dec. 14 and returns January 4, 2026. There is no Nursery Care on Sunday, Dec. 21 or 
Dec. 28th. Thursday Prayer Service is on hiatus for Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Middle School Youth Group returns Wed. 
Jan. 7; High School group returns Sun. Jan. 11.  Contact choir leaders for choir holiday schedules. 

Holiday Office Hours -- Church offices will be closed at 1:00 pm on Dec. 24 Christmas Eve and closed Dec. 25 and 
Dec. 26. There will be limited office staff available the week of Dec. 29-Jan. 2; the office is closed January 1, 2026. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your FPC Moorestown staff. 

Second Saturday Prayer Breakfast on January 10 at 9:00-10:30 AM -- Come and enjoy a hot breakfast and 
engaging prayer event.  Please RSVP online so we can accurately plan. Speaker: Rev. Kathy Eagles 

MLK Afternoon of Service -- Monday, January 19, 2026 (1:00-3:00 PM) at FPC Moorestown; Five 
multigenerational activity stations to support Christian Caring Center. Contact Mark Budka or register online. 

 
 

CCLI Streaming License #20503801; Church Copyright License #2916361; Podcast #CSPL075  
 

https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3309531
https://www.fpcmoorestown.org/giving/
https://www.fpcmoorestown.org/giving/
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3082795
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3312586
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3312586

