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August 23,2026 ~ Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) *please stand as you are able

Have you checked in for worship today on the Church Center app? Please remember to also sign the Friendship
pads in the pews and greet those seated near you.

Music in Preparation for Worship Gordon Young

Prelude in Classic Style Sean Baker, Organ
As we prepare for worship, consider this question: How can we recognize God’s voice amid all the other voices
competing for our attention? May the music quiet our distractions and may each phrase prepare our hearts, open our
minds, and enter fully into the worship of the One who called us together.

Welcome & Work of God’s People Elder Cheryl Gaskill

* Call to Worship Holly Asciutto

We gather before the God who searches our hearts and knows us completely.

Seach us, O God, and lead us in the way everlasting.

When competing voices demand our loyalty, Christ calls us to listen for his voice.

We will worship God with our whole hearts.

When faithfulness requires courage, the Holy Spirit gives strength to those who obey God.
We belong to Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Come, let us worship the God of truth, grace, and freedom.

With humble hearts and faithful consciences, let us worship God.

* Prayer of Adoration Holly Asciutto
* Hymn No. 611 There is a Balm in Gilead
Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (unison) Elder Frank Manion

Merciful God, you call us to listen and obey, but we often confuse your voice with our own desires. We
have remained silent when truth required courage and spoken harshly when love required restraint. We
have followed the crowd to avoid discomfort and resisted correction because of our pride. We have
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judged the failures in ourselves. At times, we have called stubbornness conviction, certainty faithfulness,
and self-interest conscience. Forgive us, Lord. By your Spirit, humble our hearts, renew our minds, and
form our consciences according to Christ. Give us courage without arrogance, conviction without
contempt, and obedience rooted in love. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Silence for our personal prayers of confession

Assurance of Pardon Elder Manion

Hear the good news: Christ came not to condemn us, but to forgive us and make us new.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

By the Holy Spirit, God is still forming our hearts and guiding us in truth.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

* Gloria Patri No. 805

* Apostles’ Creed (inside cover, blue hymnal) Elder Manion
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (‘debts’) Rev. Wes Allen
Way of the Week #23: Worship with Your Whole Heart Rev. Allen

23.  WORSHIP WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART. Your life is meant to be an act of worship. Every breath, action,
and thought flows from God and can bring him glory. Praise God everywhere and embrace the
opportunities to regularly worship with your church family.

The Way of the Week With Help from Gemini

Suggested Action Step: The "Everyday Liturgy": Try one of the following simple prayers for daily habits:
Brushing teeth: A prayer to guard one's speech today. Stuck in traffic: A prayer of patience and intercession
for the drivers around them. Doing laundry/dishes: A prayer of gratitude for God's provision of a home and
a family or friends.

Thank you for blessing FPC Moorestown with your giving as we Grow God'’s Kingdom. Your offerings and
donations allow us to sustain our church programs year-round. Donate easily from your device via the
Church Center app for your tithes, offerings and other fund contributions. If you’re watching via live
stream, you can give online right now as well! Mail offerings to P.O. Box 868, Moorestown, NJ 08057.

Offertory Music Excursion No. 3 Samuel Barber
Sean Baker, Piano

* Doxology No. 809

Sermon Rev. Wes Allen

“A Faithful Conscience”
Scripture: Acts 5 : 27-32 (NRSV, Pew Bible NT page 122)
Sermon Series: Hope, Character & Conscience
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* Hymn No. 517 (v. 1, 2, 4) The Solid Rock

* Benediction and Going Forth Rev. Allen
If you must leave, please do so with reverence and respect as congregants pray and prepare their hearts to serve.

Music in Preparation for Service Percy Fletcher

Fountain Reverie Sean Baker, Organ

Percy Fletcher's Fountain Reverie evokes water rising, shimmering, and flowing outward. As you listen, remember
that the grace we receive in worship is never meant to be contained. Let the music prepare you to carry God's love
into the world — refreshing the weary, serving your neighbors, and allowing Christ's mercy to flow through all you
say and do.

"Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water." - John 7:38

Worship flowers are given to the glory of God.

9:00 a.m. Worship Ministry

Beadle: Elder Frank Manion; Audio Technicians: Wes Allen and Taylor Adair; Live Stream Technician: Michael
Boone; Ushers: Michael Welch, Paul Grossmann, Gail Sorin; Flower Arrangers: Stacy Schaffer and Karen Arsenault;
Trustee Greeter: John Miller; Sanctuary Greeter: Stephen Minister Jim Cole; Welcome Center Greeter: Deacon
Jessica Zorn; Bagel Pick Up: Sue Piper or Sherrell Fitts; Coffee Hospitality: Sue Piper and Sherell Fitts; Nursery
Care: Ava Gandy-Callahan

INSERT: INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS are invited to participate in the August 31° Friends of MEND Golf &
Cornhole Event by taking a Hole Sponsorship+ ($350) or participating. Show your continuing support of
Moorestown Ecumenical Neighborhood Development and its ministry while providing added visibility among
community leaders, local businesses, and event participants.

Friends of MEND, Inc. was established in 2003 to help ensure the continuity of MEND for its families, friends, co-
workers, and neighbors who have limited financial resources and need an affordable home. As stated by MEND
founder Boyce M. Adams, "Everyone deserves a decent, safe, and affordable place to call home." Your sponsorship
will help MEND continue its mission to provide high-quality, accessible, secure, safe, and affordable housing to
individuals and families within Southern New Jersey. SIGN UP to participate or sponsor a hole at
https://mendinc.org/mend-golf-outing/ or contact Stephanie Blackwell at (856) 722-7070 by August 21*.

Kickoff Sunday: Sunday, September 13

We're back! We begin another fun-filled program year with a busy, joyful Kickoff Sunday featuring two distinct
worship services, Meet Your Teachers, Education Preview 2026-27, Teacher Commissioning at both services,
and celebrating the 138" Birthday of the Church on September 12. That afternoon it’s slime time for the middle
school and high school youth groups with Crud Wars from 1-3 PM (grades 7-12). That night returning and newly
interested choir members gather for the Choir Social and Potluck at 6:00 PM. It’s going to be a GREAT year!
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Work of God’s People (See Connections, eblast, website and Church Center app for details)

Women's Saturday Morning Prayer Event -- Saturday, Aug. 29 (8 am-noon) -- “Knowing and Experiencing God.”
Spend special time alone with God as we gratefully seek His intent for our lives. Bring your Bible, journal and a
snack if you'd like. Coffee, hot tea, and water provided. Sign up on our Church Center event page, with Pam Engle
or Jim Cole. Led by Kathy Eagles.

K-12 Qutdoor Family Movie Night -- Wednesday, Aug. 26 (7-9 PM). Bring the
family and join us on thefront lawn for an outdoor showing of the
movie David. Kids, bring your grown-ups—and invite friends and neighbors. We'll
provide hot dogs, snacks, lemonade and snow cones. You bring lawn chairs or a
blanket; water bottles, bug spray, and YOU! We can't wait to celebrate the end of
an amazing summer. Meet Lauren Fittipaldi, our new Director of Youth Ministries
and Worship Arts. She’s excited to meet you. See you under the stars!

Summer Worship Note: We will have a Combined Worship on Sunday, Sept. 6 (Labor Day weekend, 9:30 a.m.)
Thank you for wearing your nametag in worship and greeting new guests.

Choir Social Sept. 13 (6:00 PM, Miller Commons) -- Returning choir members AND anyone interested in joining
one of our 6 choirs, are invited to our Choir Sociall We're kicking off our first week of rehearsals (Sept. 13-17),
with a festive Potluck Dinner! Spencer Domer will share about the concerts/special events planned for the 2026-
27 season. Please sign up for your dish when you register on the Church Center event page. Can’t wait to see you!

Watch for online registration to sign up for K-12 youth groups! Family Dinner begins Sept. 16 (5:45-6:30 pm)
before a Town Hall Meeting for the FPC Fellows Initiative (Miller Commons, 6:30 PM).

Summer Jam -- Do you sing or play an instrument? Are you looking for a fun way to make music this
summer? Come jam! Remaining date is Sept. 2. Bring your own gear or let us know if you need assistance. All
ages and abilities are welcome - Free to attend. Contact Spencer Domer at sdomer@fpcmoorestown.org.

We Remember ... September 11 Remembrance Service honoring the 25" Anniversary of one of the most tragic
days in U.S. history, will be held on Friday, Sept. 11 at 7:00 PM (Sanctuary), share in this Jazz Tenebrae Service

CREDO Confirmation Class -- Our Confirmation Class is designed to encourage our young people to explore their
faith and what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ and also an active participant in the work of the Church.
Confirmation is open to high school students in grades 9-12. Sign up on our Church Center event page. Led by
youth director Lauren Fittipaldi.

Ways Round 17 Begins Sept. 13 -- For our next round of the Ways of the Week, we will be referencing the wisdom
of great Christian thinkers and writers. Using these fitting quotes from The Great Cloud of Witnesses (see Hebrews
12: 1, 2), we hope you are encouraged to put the Way of the Week into practice. The Ways are clearly rooted in
Scripture, and Christian writers seem to underscore what these culture statements urge us to do.

Happy Birthday, Church -- In honor of the church’s 138th birthday on September 12, 2026, members are invited
to donate to the future of our church by giving thoughtfully to the September 12 endowment fund. The fund is
invested to earn income which helps to support the needs of our church. We will celebrate our Church's birthday
on Kickoff Sunday September 13. Watch your mail for a letter from Pastor Spencer and the Stewardship team.
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