
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  
M O O R E S T O W N  M U S I C  N E W S L E T T E R  

  

Bite-Sized Music History Lesson: 

Commissioned in 1965, Bernstein's Chichester Psalms is a 
choral-orchestral masterwork that has reached much acclaim 
for its rich orchestration and brilliant setting of select Psalms 
in Hebrew. Although the first movement is stunning, it is the 
second I would like to share with you, as it is related to our 

recent staff discussions on the 23rd Psalm.  

Primarily set to Psalm 23, the main theme–presented by a boy 
soprano–is tranquil. Bernstein instructed in the score that the 
solo must be a boy soprano or countertenor, never sung by a 
woman. Many musicologists (and I) believe this is to uphold 
the innocent nature of the solo, portraying David as a young 

and pure shepherd boy.  

This tranquil development on "The Lord is my shepherd..." is 
then interrupted by the Tenors and Basses reciting Psalm 2:1-

4, stating "Why do the nations rage..." to a rather militant, 
rebellious tone. Set to juxtapose the peace that God offers us 

as a shepherd with a violent view into earthly conflict, this 
middle section on Psalm 2:1-4 eventually concedes to God's 

grace, eventually fading out of the score.  

Just as the tranquility returns through the boy soprano, 
sopranos, and altos, there is a reflection into the violence 

portrayed earlier. This is to represent that however peaceful 
our spiritual relationship may be, there will be conflict in our 

daily lives. It is our jobs as servants of the Lord to–through that 
conflict–seek out to find God as our shepherd, just as young 

David did. 
 (Beware of loud Tenor Bass entrance at 3:15!) 

To listen, follow the link or QR-Code Below! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tboeYS8eiaY 

 
 
 
 

 

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  D A Y  
"What we miss when we don't have 

song is the means of creating a 
community, of creating a whole out of a 

group of people."  

 

- Alice Parker 

American Icon of Choral Music 

 
 

Upcoming FPC Music Events: 

Choir Social, September 13 at 6:00pm 

Open to all, registration on Church 
Center 

 

Keys x3 Recital, September 25 at 
7:00pm 

Keyboard music program presented by 
Sean Baker, Layla Joshi, and Vikram 

Joshi. Free-to-attend. 

 

With musical cheer, 

Spencer Domer 

Director of Music Ministry 

 


